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Kfssiharia e Bloom in the Desert Ministries (Bloom) is a United

Church of Christ (UCC) that had Methodist
beginnings. This liberal Protestant church was born in 2002, as an independent ministry in collaboration
with Methodist organizations seeking to start and promote inclusive Christian ministries. Sunday worship
began on March 9, 2003.The fledgling congregation decided in 2004 to pursue standing in the UCC,
which was established by vote of the Eastern Association of the Southern California Nevada Conference
of the UCC on October 29, 2005, welcoming Bloom as a dual covenant, peace, and justice congregation.
Bloom is a member of the UCC Open and Affirming Coalition and the Reconciling Ministries Network
(Methodist). Bloom is governed congregationally according to our unique bylaws. All Bloom members
and friends are ministers in our faith. Our Open Leadership Team and congregation meetings provide
leadership and decision making to empower our vision, mission, and core values.
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Our Vision
Bloom chooses to build a loving, safe, inclusive faith community that is intellectually challenging, emotionally
supportive and filled with the strength, integrity, and social responsibility that spirituality inspires.

Our Mission
Guided by teachings of Jesus Christ, Bloom is a community of believers who strive to uplift and heal one
another. We gather to worship God, witness our faith in the living of our lives and uphold one another in Christian
living. United in our diversity we are inclusive and embracing. We agitate for God's peace and justice in our
community and around the world.

Our Core Values
We are a people of God's extravagant welcome.
We are a people of covenant.
We work toward a just and loving world through service and generosity.
We listen for the still-speaking God.
We encourage a life of inquisitive and thoughtful searching.
We are grounded by Christian faithfulness.
We celebrate the joy in life.

Sunday Worship 10 am
Demuth Community Center — 3601 E. Mesquite Avenue, Palm Springs, CA 92264
Lynda Toland, Moderator — 503-789-8743 — moderator@bloominthedesert.org
On-Call Pastoral Care — Rev. Ron Lang — 951—663-5237 — rflangX25@gmail.com
Ken Forney, Music Director — 608-445-6767 — ken.forney@gmail.com
Bill Wallace, Administrative Assistant — adminassitant@bloominthedesert.org
Church Office is located at 400 South EI Cielo, Suite G, Palm Springs, CA 92262
760-327-3802 — www.bloominthedesert.org — info@bloominthedesert.org



http://www.bloominthedesert.org/
mailto:info@bloominthedesert.org

Spare Change Jar and Hospitality Basket

Perhaps you’ve wondered about these two items on the hospitality table nestled among the food
items after morning worship. They have two purposes and are both opportunities for your
support.

The Spare Change Jar helps fund two Social Action and Missions projects. First, the back-to-
school backpacks with school supplies we deliver to area elementary schools in August. Second,
the Christmastime $100 gift cards we distribute to local schools’ administrative staff to give to
students’ families who are struggling. Don’t carry change or dollars? You can also give online to
the spare change jar via the Bloom homepage Donate tab.

The Hospitality Basket helps pay for the sundry expenses of plates, cups, cutlery and coffee we
use during hospitality hour. Your donations of physical goods are also welcome.

2



loom Bloom in the Desert
O in the o )
esert Ministries
Ministrics ) .
£ UNTED CHURCH Unltccl Church of C}mst
oo Palm Springs, CA

21 Sun&ag after Pentecost
October 22,2023

For Facebook check-ins, etc., the Demuth Community Center - Wi-Fi password is: D3muthP@rk
% Please rise as you are able in body and spirit.

9:50am Pre-Service Music  Mike Welden, piano
“Sonata, ‘Moonlight’ (1% Movement)”, “Before the Last Leaf Falls”, “He Leadeth Me”

10:00am Gathering Song
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LEn - ter, re-joice, and come in. Ent - er, re-joice, and come in.
2.God's love is ours to em-brace. God's love is ours to em - brace.
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To-day will be a joy - ful day; en - ter, re-joice, and come in.
Welcome and News of the Congregation Lynda Toland, Worship Leader
Music for Centering “To a Wild Rose” Mike Welden, piano



% Call to Worship Megan Cassette

Gather us in, O God, we who are a grand spectrum of your creation.
We are prisms that catch your light with varied elements in constant change and
give it back in a variety of blended hues.

Gather us in, O God as dancing colors of a rainbow in the sky.
Because in our living we can be the fulfillment of your promise.

So be it. We are called to dance our hearts and minds into full lives.
Aloha. Shalom. Salaam. Vrede. Myr. Ping-an. Paz. Peace. Amen.

% Opening Hymn

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 495

Jane Parker Huber, 1981 John 15:12-17; Gal. 6:2; Eph, 2:14-22
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1 Called as part-ners in  Christ’s ser-vice,called to min-is-tries of grace,

2 Christ’sex - am-ple, Christ’s in - spir-ing, Christ's clear call to work and worth,

3 Thus new pat-terns for  Christ’smis-sion, in a smallor glob-al sense,

4 So Godgrantus for to - morrow ways to or-der hu - man life
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We re-spond with deep com-mit-ment fresh new lines of faith to  trace.
Let us fol - low, nev-er fal-tering, rec - on-cil - ing folk on earth.
Help us bear each oth-er’s bur-dens, break-ing downeach wall or fence.
That sur-round each  per - son’s sor-row with a calm that con - quers strife,
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May we learnthe art of shar-ing, side by side and friend with friend,
Men and wom-en, rich - er, poor-er, all God’s peo- ple, young and old,
Words of com-fort, words of  vi-sion, words of chal-lenge, said with care,
Make us part-ners in  our liv-ing, our com-pas-sion to in - crease,
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E - qual part-ners in our car-ing to ful - fill God’s cho -sen end.
Blend-ing hu - man skills to - geth-er gra-cious gifts from God un - fold.
Bring new power and strength for ac-tion, make us col-lcagues, free  and fair.
Mes-sen-gers of faith, thus giv-ing hope and con - fi - dence and peace.
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One of lane Parker Huber’s most widely sung texts, this hymn Tune: BEECHER 8.7.8.7.D.

was originally written for a women’s breakfast at the 1981 John Zundel, 1855

Presbyterian General Assembly meeting to celebrate the For another key, see 43, 368

parinership of women and men in service of the church,

In Faith We OPcn QOur Hearts to Ministry

Prayer for Good and Growth

We will now pray together this prayer, with heartfelt devotion, aware of its purpose of

transformation.
O Holy One, we call to you and name you as eternal, ever-present, and
boundless in love. Yet there are times, O God, when we fail to recognize you
in the daily-ness of our lives, occasionally the daily mess of our lives.
Sometimes shame clenches tightly around our hearts, and we hide our true
feelings. Sometimes fear makes us small, and we miss the chance to speak
from our privilege and strength. Sometimes doubt invades our hopefulness,
and we degrade our shared wisdom. Holy God, in the daily path from sunrise
to sunset, remind us often of your compassionate presence near us and in us.
Free us from shame and self-doubt. Help us see you in the moment-by-
moment chances we get to live honestly, act courageously, give compassion,
and speak truth wisely. Amen.

Our Silent Prayers (These intentional moments of silence are included in worship to enable minds to settle,
then move past the distraction of internal chatter, to connect actively with God. A few deep breaths may help make
the connection. Relax, and embrace a spiritual dimension.)

Eternal Source of love and creation, receive now our silent prayers.
~ Silence ~
To all our silent prayers let the people say amen.
Amen.

Words of Encouragement
Jesus says to all of us: "Come unto me all you that labor with burdens, and | will give you
rest." God blesses us with spirit renewal and strength.

Amen. Let us now receive the Word.


http://rainbowcathedral.wordpress.com/category/prayers-of-confession/
http://rainbowcathedral.wordpress.com/category/prayers-of-confession/

Sung Response Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!
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The Word Jnforms Our Livingwith (Grace and Fower

Hebrew Scripture Reading Psalm 22:1-11a Carl Toland

My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far away,
so far from saving me,
so far from the words of my groaning?

| cry all day, my God, but you never answer;
I call all night long, and sleep deserts me.

But you, Holy One—
you sit enthroned on the praises of Israel.

Our ancestors put their trust in you;
they trusted and you rescued them;
they cried to you and were saved,
they trusted you and were never disappointed.

Yet here | am, more worm than human,
the scorn of humanity, and object of ridicule:

all who see me mock me;
they shake their heads and sneer,

“You trust in God? Ha! Let God save you now!
If God is your friend, let God rescue you!”

Yet you drew me out of the womb;
you nestled me in my mother’s bosom;

you cradled me in your lap from my birth;
from my mother’s womb you have been my God.

Don’t stand aside now that trouble is near—
I have no one to help me! ~Inclusive Bible Version
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% Gospel Reading Matthew 6:25-34 Ray Allen

“That’s why I tell you not to worry about your livelihood, what you are to eat or drink or use for
clothing. Isn’t life more than just food? Isn’t the body more than just clothes?

Look at the birds in the sky. They don’t sow or reap, they gather nothing into barns, yet our God
in heaven feeds them. Aren’t you more important than they? Which of you, by worrying, can add
a moment to your lifespan? And why be anxious about clothing? Learn a lesson from the way the
wildflowers grow. They don’t work; they don’t spin. Yet I tell you, not even Soloman in full
splendor was arrayed like one of these. If God can clothe in such splendor the grasses of the
field, which bloom today and are thrown on the fire tomorrow, won’t God do so much more for
you—you who have so little faith?

“Stop worrying, then, over questions such as, ‘What are we to eat’ or ‘what are we to drink,” or
‘what are we to wear?’” Those without faith are always running after these things. God knows
everything you need. Seek first God’s reign, and God’s justice, and all these things will be given
you besides. Enough of worrying about tomorrow! Let tomorrow take care of itself. Today has
troubles enough of its own.”

~Inclusive Bible Version

Here ends the reading of the Gospel. This is the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Commentary Rev. Ron Smith, Chaplain,
Family Hospice of Palm Springs



Hymn of Response

52

1 Thess. 5:18; Ps. 136

God of the Sparrow God of the Whale

Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1983

(Introduction) Unison
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1 God of the spar-row God of the whale
2 God of the carth-quake God of the storm
3 God of the rain-bow God of the cross
4 God of the hun-'gry God of the sick
5 God of the neigh-bor God of the foe
6 God of the a - ges Godmnear at hand
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God of the swirl-ing  stars How does the crea-ture say
God of the trum -pet  blast How does the  crea-ture cry
God of the emp - ty grave How does the crea-ture say
God of the prod -1 - gal How does the crea-ture say
God of the prun-ing  hook How does the  crea-fure say
God of the lov - ing  heart How do your chil-dren say
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Awe How does the crea-turc say Praise
Woe How does the crea-ture cry Save
Grace How does the crea-ture say Thanks
Care How does the crea-ture say Life
Love How does the crea-ture say Peace
Joy How do your chil-dren say Home.
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After forty years in the ministry, Jaroslav Vajda wrote this text
to provoke answers to how and why we serve God. By creating
new poetic forms and adapting ageless ideas and expressions,

Vajda speaks in the language of his time.

Music Copyright & 1983 by G.LA. Publications, Ine.

Tune: ROEDER 54.6.7.7.
Carl F. Schalk, 1983



Stewardship Moment Fred Kilguss

Offering our Prayer Concerns, and Joys and Thanksgivings
Concerns: Lynda Toland, Worship Leader

Keep watch, dear God, with all who work, or watch, or weep this day. Tend the sick, give
rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, shield the joyous; and all for your
love’s sake.

God, receive our prayer.”

Joys and Thanksgivings:
Your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of all creation. Keep us always thankful for your
loving providence and help us be faithful stewards of your good and abundant gifts.

“God, receive our prayer.”

Sung Response In Our God I’ll Be Ever Thankful
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fraid, lift up your voic - es, our God is near, lift up your voic - es ourGod is near.

Words by Community of Taizé, Music by Jacques Berthier, adapted.

Ministry of Generosity — Expressing God’s Love and Empowering Good Works

Our tithes and offerings are an expression of our hearts and our
discipleship.
--Checks should be made out to “Bloom in the Desert Ministries.” Checks and cash in
envelopes with identification are recorded for your year-end convenience. Online

giving is available and easy! Go to: www.bloominthedesert.org and click on the
Donate tab. Thank you.

SCAN ME

Offertory-Meditation Music Mike Welden, piano
“Theme from Cinema Paradiso”

Presentation of Offerings and Prayer of Dedication Megan Cassette
O God, we hear about the cost of discipleship. Nothing less than our whole life is required. We
dedicate these gifts in response to Christ’s call and offer ourselves in full commitment. Take us
and mold us according to Christ’s will. We pray that who we are may be acceptable, what we do
may find favor, and that which we give will reflect your love. Amen.

~James G Kirk, “When We Gather — A Book of Prayers for Worship”

(Please rise, as you are able, in celebration as we sing the Doxology.)
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% Doxology

Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
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*Prayer of Jesus (Please join hands) Lynda Toland, Worship Leader

Our Father (Eternal Source / Mother / Creator / Parent) in heaven, hallowed
be your name.

Your kingdom (Kin-dom / realm / dream), come.
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses (sins/debts), as we forgive those who trespass
against us (sin against us/our debtors).

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For yours is the
kingdom (Kin-dom / realm / dream), and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

(Based on Matthew 6:9-13 NRSV)
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% Sending Hymn

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 1
Walter C. Smith, 1867; alt. 1 Tim. 1:17: Ps. 36:6
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1 Im - mor-tal, in - vis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 Your life is life - giv-ing— to both great and small;
4 So per - fect your glo - 1y, so bril - liant your light,
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not want - ing, not wast - ing, but rul - ing in might;
in all  life you're liv - ing, the true life  of all;
your an - gels a - dore you, all veil - ing their sight;
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then  with - er and per - ish— but  naught dims your powers.
in awe at the splen-dor  of light hid - ing you.
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Walter C. Smith, minister of the Free Church of Scotland and Tune: ST.DENIO 11111111,
tater moderator of the Assembly, wrote poetry as a retreat from Adapt. from a Welsh batlad in John Roberts'
work and to say what could not be fully expressed in the pulpit. Caniadaeth y Cysegr, 1839
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Benediction and Blessing

Lynda Toland, Worship Leader

As this worship gathering ends, our service begins. What does God need from us?

“Simply do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God.”

May YHWH bless you and keep you!
May YHWH’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you!

May YHWH look kindly upon you and give you peace!

(The Priestly Blessing, Numbers 6:24-26)

My dear friends in faith, will you go into your worlds to be people of God in Christ’s name?
We will. Amen!

Passing of the Peace

Let us safely offer one another signs of grace and peace and go in peace. Amen.

Postlude

“Take the High Road”

Mike Welden, piano

--The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation by Priests for Equality and the Revised Common

Lectionary are the usual references for Sunday morning scripture readings.
--Liturgy and prayers are original, sourced, and often adapted.
Sonata, ‘Moonlight’ (1%t Movement), Op.27 No. 2 by Ludwig van Beethoven, public domain
Before the Last Leaf Falls, by David Lanz, ©1995 by Nara Music, Inc.

He Leedeth Me, by William Bradbury, arr. by Jerry Ray, © 1992 by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.

To a Wild Rose, Op. 52 No. 1 by Edward MacDowell, public domain

Theme from Cinema Paradiso, by Edward Coricone, ©1988 by EMI General Music SRL, this arrangement ©2000
by EMI General Music SRL
Take the High Road, by David Lanz, © 1996 by Nara Music, Inc.
--All music contained in this worship service is Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under ONE
LICENSE #A-700000. All rights reserved.

Monday

October 23

Bloom Happenings this Week

Tuesday
October 24

Wednesday
October 25

Thursday
October 26

Friday Saturday

Sunday

10:30am-
1:00pm
Lunch for our
unhoused
neighbors
served at
United
Methodist

10:30am-
1:00pm
Lunch for our
unhoused
neighbors
served at
United
Methodist

6pm

Book Group
on Zoom

10:45am —
1:00pm
Lunch
served at St.
Paul’s
Episcopal

Afternoon

Volunteers
Requested

Assemble
bulletins in
the office

6pm
BibleBites on
Zoom

October 27  October 28

4:00pm
Women of
Bloom
Zoom
Happy Hour

October 29

10:00 am

Sunday
Service
at Demuth and
on Facebook
Live
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Congregational Li{:e Announcements

--A warm welcome and thank you to Mike Welden, piano, for sharing his musical talents with
us today.

--Thank you to Megan Cassette, Carl Toland, and Ray Allen for serving as readers for today’s
service, and to Lynda Toland for serving as worship leader.

--Thank you to Nick Wass and Jackson Enzler for handling the A/V technical aspects for
today’s service.

Thank you also to our ushers, Jim Nixon and Robert VVan Dyke, for welcoming us this
morning.

--Flowers on the Worship Center, symbolic of the living Christ, are offered to the glory of God
by Jim Nixon in celebration of the life of Homer Walton.

--Those wishing to donate flowers may contact Ray Allan at 405-833-1817 for assistance.

Last Week’s Participation

--Souls Present at Demuth: 50 --Children: 0 --First Timers: 4
--- Facebook Live Views: 15 -Facebook Total Views: 92 --YouTube Views: 9

Sunday Offerings
Tithes, Offerings, and Participation:
Offering, online, by mail and text: $2,499 Electronic Giving: $1,656
Permanence Fund: $76 Cumulative: $320,960
Neighbors in Need: $101 Cumulative: $390

--Please sign up for Ralph’s Community Rewards. Choose Bloom in the
Desert Ministries (Ralphs #PG245.) as your designated charity to benefit from a
small percentage of your purchase totals. Every little bit helps!

Electronic giving is easy! Scan this QR code for Bloom’s mobile-friendly
online giving page or visit www.bloominthedesert.org/donateparticipate.
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Ministries of Leadership and Support

--Open Leadership Meetings are typically the second Wednesday, 6:30-8:00pm PDT. The next hybrid
meeting will be November 8 at 6:30pm PDT in the church office. All are welcome with voice. Bloom
members have vote. Contact Lynda Toland to receive the Zoom Invitation.

--Congregation meetings are in February, May, and October, and special meetings as called. The next
congregation meeting is February 16 after church.

Church Growth and New Member Involvement Ministry

--1f you are interested in making a covenant as a member or associate member with Bloom in the
Desert Ministries UCC, please contact John DiNapoli, dinoinps@gmail.com or Bill Wallace at
adminassistant@bloominthedesert.org.

--For more information on the United Church of Christ, visit www.ucc.org.
--Persons seeking Christian Baptism please call 760-327-3802 for pastoral response.

Nurture and Community Life Ministry
--We Care: If you know of someone in the hospital, or who might enjoy a pastoral call, including
yourself, please call the church office at 760 327-3802 and leave a message.

Education Ministry

--BibleBites- Thursdays, at 6pm on Zoom. Rev. Shelly Alexa Somerville, a Bloom member, will be
facilitating the study of the Gospel of John.

--Bloom Book Club-. The group ((meets Tuesdays)) at 6pm on Zoom. We are reading “How to
Begin When Your World is Ending: A Spiritual Field Guide to Joy Despite Everything” by Rev
Molly Baskett. For information or to receive the Zoom link, contact Gary Lange at
GaryLangel3@gmail.com.

Social Action and Missions Ministry
--Lunch Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays: Come serve lunch at the United Methodist Church
of Palm Springs on Mondays and Tuesdays, located at 1555 E. Alejo Rd, Palm Springs 10:30 am—
1:00 pm PDT. On Wednesdays, lunch is served at St Paul’s Episcopal Church at 125 W El Alameda,
Palm Springs 10:45 am-1 pm. Contact Jon Miller at jmiller.ps@icloud.com.

Our focused ministries include:
--School children’s benevolence — backpacks, church camp, and Christmas gift cards.
--Relieving food insecurity — Lunch Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, food bank support.
--National church’s wider mission — “5 for 5 UCC mission offerings, disaster relief.
--Spiritual and personal development — worship, music, bible study, book clubs, lending library.
--Loving presence — birthday/anniversary cards, eyeglasses recycling, Us Plus local outreach.
--For peace action and social justice email alerts, sign up with Jon Miller at jmiller.ps@icloud.com.

A wheelchair and large-print bulletins are available for your convenience.

You are welcome to take this bulletin with you for reflection
or leave it with the ushers for recycling.

God wants you to think for yourself and live for others.

Bathrooms are located through the double glass doors and to the left.
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