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                                                                          Sunday, February 22, 2026  

                                                            First Sunday in Lent 

                                                     Celebrating Chinese New Year 

 

 

 

9:50: Pre-Service Music           “If My People Will Pray”                      Paul Cady  
by Jimmy Owens arranged by Dino Kartsonakis 

10:00 am: Welcome and News of the Congregation       Bill Phelps-Ramos  

Gathering Song:                     Celebrating Chinese New Year        Elaine Wang-Meyerhoffer 

*Please rise as you are able in body or spirit for our Call To Worship and Prayer of 

Invocation.* 

Call To Worship                        Bill Phelps-Ramos 

Bill: We are a wilderness wandering people, on a journey of the soul. 

May we find our destination in our longing to be whole. 

When the path feels uncertain and the way is unclear, 

Holy God, call to us again. 

When we lose our sense of direction, 

Let compassion be our compass and your Spirit be our guide. 

Travel with us, O Christ, 

and lead us on the Way toward wholeness and life.  

Please join me in prayer, 

God of the Pilgrimage, be with us on The Way. At times, we don’t know if we 

are on the path you would have us travel. How do we know the direction for 

our lives? We come seeking your guidance, as Jesus showed us to do. Help us 

to be at home even in our wanderings, knowing that you are ever with us. 

Amen. 

Now, let us remain standing as we lift our voices to sing, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”. 

Number 298 in the United Methodist Hymnal. 
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Old Testament Reading                    Psalm 1                            Allen Vander Linden 

We gather today standing at the edge of seasons. Psalm 1 speaks of two paths: one well-worn and 

easy, the other rooted and life-giving. “Happy are those,” the psalmist says, “who delight in 

God’s teaching… they are like trees planted by streams of water.” Not scattered. Not brittle. But 

rooted. Grounded. Alive. And how fitting that we hear these ancient words, many around the 

world are celebrating the Chinese New Year, a time of renewal, intention, and hope. A turning of 

the page. A fresh beginning. It is a season that asks: What kind of year will this be? What seeds 

will we plant? What path will we choose? Psalm 1 asks the very same question. Will we root 

ourselves beside streams of living water? Or will we drift like chaff in whatever wind blows 

hardest? 

Today, we step into Lent, a season that invites us to walk more intentionally. We remember that 

after his baptism in the Jordan, Jesus did not seek applause or comfort. He went on pilgrimage 

into the wilderness. A common spiritual practice of his time. A journey inward. A time to dig 
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deep into the humanity of his soul. Along that wilderness path, he faced what we all face; 

temptations to stray, to choose shortcuts, to wander from the deeper call of God. Yet as the 

saying goes, “all who wander are not lost.” Sometimes wandering is how we discover who we 

truly are. Sometimes the wilderness is where roots grow deepest. So today, standing between 

new beginnings and holy reflection, between celebration and pilgrimage, we listen to Psalm 1 not 

as a warning, but as an invitation. An invitation to be rooted. An invitation to choose the path of 

life. An invitation to step into whatever wilderness awaits us, trusting that the streams of God’s 

grace are never far away. 

Let us prepare our hearts for the reading of Psalms, chapter one, from the Inclusive Bible,  

“Happiness comes to those who reject the path of violence, who refuse to associate with 

criminals or even to sit with people who belittle others.  

Happiness comes to those who delight in the Law of YHWH and meditate on it day and night.  

They’re like trees planted by flowing water, they bear fruit in every season, and their leaves 

never wither, everything they do will prosper.  

But not wrongdoers! They’re like chaff that the wind blows away. They won’t have a taproot to 

anchor them when judgment comes, nor will corrupt individuals be given a place at the 

Gathering of the Just.  

YHWH watches over the steps of those who do justice; but those on a path of violence and 

injustice will find themselves irretrievably lost.” 

Here ends the Old Testament reading.  

Gospel Reading                                   Luke 3:21-22, 4:1-13      Ray Stimson 

In Gospel of Luke 3:21-22 and 4:1–13, we move from the waters of baptism straight into the 

wilderness. Jesus is baptized: beloved, claimed, affirmed, and then immediately led by the Spirit 

into a place of testing. No applause. No parade. Just desert, silence, hunger, and the voice of 

temptation whispering, “Are you really who God says you are?” 

That feels like Lent. Lent is our wilderness season. It is the journey from the waters that name us 

Beloved into the places that stretch and refine us. It is where we face the temptations to prove 

ourselves, to grasp for power, to take the easy way out. And it is also where we remember that 

we do not walk alone. The same Spirit that led Jesus into the wilderness stayed with him there. 

As we pause on The Way, to hear this scripture, may we listen for the Spirit’s invitation in our 

own lives. What is being stripped away? What is being clarified? What voices are we choosing to 

trust? 

The wilderness is not the end of the story. It is the place where identity is deepened, and trust is 

formed. Please rise as you are able for the reading of the Gospel from the Common English 

Bible. 



4 
 

“When everyone was being baptized, Jesus also was baptized. While he was praying, heaven was 

opened, and the Holy Spirit came down on him in bodily form like a dove. And there was a voice 

from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.’ 

Jesus returned from the Jordan River full of the Holy Spirit and was led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness. There he was tempted for forty days by the devil. He ate nothing during those days 

and afterward Jesus was starving. The devil said to him, ‘Since you are God’s Son, command 

this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ Jesus replied, ‘It’s written, People won’t live only by 

bread.’ 

Next the devil led him to a high place and showed him in a single instant all the kingdoms of the 

world. The devil said, ‘I will give you this whole domain and the glory of all these kingdoms. It’s 

been entrusted to me, and I can give it to anyone I want. Therefore, if you will worship me, it 

will all be yours.’ Jesus answered, ‘It’s written, you will worship the Lord your God and serve 

only him.’ 

The devil brought him into Jerusalem and stood him at the highest point of the temple. He said to 

him, ‘Since you are God’s Son, throw yourself down from here; for it’s written: He will 

command his angels concerning you, to protect you and they will take you up in their hands so 

that you won’t hit your foot on a stone.’ Jesus answered, ‘It’s been said, don’t test the Lord your 

God.’ 

After finishing every temptation, the devil departed from him until the next opportunity.” 

Here ends the reading of the Gospel. This is the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

Thanks be to God, Amen.  

Please remain standing as we sing “Jesus, Name Above All Names.”   

Chorus:                                     “Jesus, Name Above All Names”            W&R177 
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Commentary                                             “Tempted”                  Pastor James 

Hymn of Response:                    Honoring Chinese New Year    Elaine Wang-Meyerhoffer 

 

Ministry of Generosity-Expressing God’s Love and Empowering Good Works 
Bill Phelps-Ramos 

Psalm 1 tells us that those who root themselves in God’s way are like trees planted by living 

water, grounded, nourished, and bearing fruit in due season. In Luke’s Gospel, we see Jesus 

baptized, claimed as Beloved, and then led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where he chooses 

trust over temptation and faithfulness over fear. 

We, too, are God’s beloved. And the gifts we bring today are signs of where we are choosing to 

plant ourselves, toward justice, compassion, and hope in a world that longs for good news. 

May our offerings be seeds of faithfulness, planted beside living waters, bearing fruit for the sake 

of love. Let us give as we are able with grateful and courageous hearts. 

 

Offertory:                                     “Wonderful Words of Life”                                Paul Cady 
by Philip P. Bliss arranged by Craig Curry 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



6 
 

Offering our Prayer Concerns, Joys/Thanksgivings, Prayer of Reconciliation, 

Words of Encouragement, and Passing of the Peace.  

Offering our Prayer Concerns, Joys/Thanksgivings, Prayer of Reconciliation, Words of 

Encouragement, and Passing of the Peace.      

Prayer of Concerns:                                 Pastor James 

Gracious and Calling God, 

at the Jordan River, you named Jesus Beloved. In the wilderness, you stayed with him through 

temptation and trial. And so we trust that you name us Beloved too and that you do not abandon 

us in the wilderness places of our lives. 

We bring before you today the deserts we are walking through times of uncertainty, grief, 

addiction, fear, illness, and loneliness. We pray for those who feel tested beyond their strength, 

for those whose bodies or spirits are weary, for those navigating systems that tempt them to 

compromise their dignity or hope. 

Strengthen all who are struggling. Comfort all who are grieving. Guide all who are discerning 

their next faithful step. When we are tempted to choose power over compassion, certainty over 

trust, control over surrender lead us back to your voice calling us Beloved. 

We lift now the names and situations resting on our hearts, spoken aloud or held in silence… 

(A time of silence is kept.) 

Steadfast God, in these forty-day journeys and in every season of testing, anchor us in your love. 

Fill us again with your Spirit, that we may walk the hard roads with courage, and follow Christ, 

not only to the wilderness, but through it. 

We pray all this in the spirit of Jesus, our companion in every desert. 

Lord, Hear our prayers.  

Prayer of Joy and Thanksgiving: 

Holy and Loving God, 

We give you thanks for being the One who plants us like trees by living water. When the winds 

of change swirl and the chaff of the world feels loud around us, you root us deeper. You steady 

us. You nourish us. 

We rejoice that delight in your way is not a burden but a blessing that meditating on your love, 

day and night, shapes us into people who bear fruit in season. 

Thank you for the quiet strength of community, for wisdom that grows slowly, for mercy that 

meets us each morning, and for the promise that the path of the righteous is known and held by 

you. 
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With grateful hearts, grounded and growing, we join our voices as one and pray the prayer Jesus 

taught us, saying: 

Lord’s Prayer 

Loving God, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For yours is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 

Pastor James: Now as people who are loved deeply and accepted fully, let us offer one another 

the Peace of Christ.  

Now, I invite you to stand as you are able as we sing our sending hymn: “We Shall Overcome” 

number 533 in the United Methodist Hymnal. 
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Sending Hymn:                              “We Shall Overcome”                       UMH533 

 

Spoken Benediction:                                 Pastor James 

 

Sung Benediction:                            “Shalom to You”                        UMH666 

(sung twice) 
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Postlude:                                        “Praise Ye the Triune God”          Paul Cady  
Tune by Friedrich F Flemming, arranged by Larry Shackley   
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Congregational Life Announcements 

--A warm welcome and thank you to Paul Cady, piano, Elaine Wang-Meyerhoffer, soloist, 

and the pop-up choir for sharing their musical talents with us today.   

--Thank you, Bill Phelps-Ramos, Allen Vander Linden and Ray Stimson, for serving as 

readers for today’s service.. 

--Thank you to Jackson Enzler and David Smith for handling the A/V technical aspects for 

today’s service  

--Thank you to our greeter and welcome table host, Jason Romine, and Sheila Dell. Thank you 

to Carol Moore and her crew who set up our hospitality table.  

--Thank you also to our ushers, Charlie Phelps-Ramos and Michael Kreiser, for welcoming us 

this morning.  

--Thank you to Logan Bakomitros for setting up our worship space and hospitality hour. 

Flowers this morning are offered by Ray Stimson and Bob Patnode in celebration of Black 

History Month. 

--Those wishing to donate flowers may contact Ray Allen at 405 833-1817 for assistance.   

Last Week’s Participation 

Sunday 10am--Souls Present at Demuth:55  --Children: 0 --First Timers: 1   

-- Facebook Live: 10 

Sunday Offerings 

Offering: $1,983  On-Line:  $5,461 (includes Spring Fling) 

Permanence Fund: $0   Cumulative: $397,887 
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Ministries of Leadership and Support 

--Open Council Meetings -- The next hybrid meeting will be March 11 at 2:00 pm PDT in the 

church office and on Zoom. All are welcome with a voice. Only council members have a vote. 

Contact Brian Schimpf to receive the Zoom Invitation.  

--Congregation Meetings are in February, May, and October, and special meetings as called. 

The next congregation meeting is May 10 after the service and on Zoom. Contact Brian 

Schimpf for the zoom invitation. 

Church Growth and New Member Involvement Ministry  

--If you are interested in making a covenant as a member or associate member with 

Bloom in the Desert Ministries UCC, please contact John DiNapoli, dinoinps@gmail.com  

or Bill Wallace at adminassistant@bloominthedesert.org.  

--For more information on the United Church of Christ, visit www.ucc.org.  

--Persons seeking Christian Baptism please call 760-327-3802 for pastoral response.  

Nurture and Community Life Ministry  

--We Care: If you know of someone in the hospital, or who might enjoy a pastoral call, 

including yourself, please call the church office at 760 327-3802 and leave a message.  

Education Ministry  

Book Study: "Separation of Church and Hate; A Sane Person's Guide to taking back the 

Bible from Fundamentalists, Fascists, and Flock-Fleecing Frauds”  

The Bloom Book Club meets on Zoom, Tuesdays at 6:00 pm. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85641302971?pwd=OKJBWngGovZg88uTgFDA88bAQQC7kU.1 

If you need further information or have questions, contact Gary Lange, 760-773-1014 or 

GaryLange13@gmail.com 

Social Action and Missions Ministry  

--Lunch served weekdays 10:30am to 1pm: Come serve lunch at the United Methodist 

Church of Palm Springs on Mondays and Tuesdays, located at 1555 E. Alejo Rd, Palm 

Springs. On Wednesdays at Oscars 125 E Tahquitz Canyon Way. On Thursdays, lunch is 

served at Our Lady of Solitude, 474 N Belardo, Palm Springs and on Fridays at Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, 204 S. El Segundo, in Palm Springs. To volunteer, Go to: wellinthedesert.com 

and select location, date and time. 

Our focused ministries include:  

--School children’s benevolence – “Shoes for Students,” church camp, and Christmas 

gift cards.  

--Relieving food insecurity – Lunch Mondays through Fridays, food bank support.  

--National church’s wider mission – “5 for 5” UCC mission offerings, disaster relief.  

--Spiritual and personal development – worship, music, bible study, book clubs, lending 

library.  

--Loving presence – birthday/anniversary cards, eyeglasses recycling, Us Plus local 

outreach.  

http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85641302971?pwd=OKJBWngGovZg88uTgFDA88bAQQC7kU.1
mailto:GaryLange13@gmail.com
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--Laundry Love – First Wednesday from 8:30 to 11 am and Third Wednesday from 5:30 

to 9:30 pm of each month. Contact Carol Moore to volunteer. This is on hiatus until 

they find another location. 

You are welcome to take this bulletin with you for reflection or 

leave it with the ushers for recycling.   

 

 

 

    Bloom Happenings This Week 
 

Monday   

Feb 23 

   Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

     Feb 24            Feb 25           Feb 26              Feb 27        Feb 28    

Sunday 

March 1 

10:30am- 
1:00pm 

Lunch for our 

unhoused 
neighbors, 
served at 

United 
Methodist 

 

 

10:30am- 
1:00pm 

Lunch for our 

unhoused 
neighbors, 
served at 

United 
Methodist 

6:00pm  

Book Group on 

Zoom 

10:45am – 
1:00pm 

Lunch for our 

unhoused 
neighbors 
served at 

Oscars 

 

 

10:45am – 

1:00pm 
Lunch  served 

at Our Lady 

of 
Solitude 

 

 

10:45am – 

1:00pm 
Lunch  served 

at Our Lady 

of 
Guadalupe 

 

 10:am 
Sunday 

Service at 

Demuth and 
on Facebook 

Live 

 

  

God wants you to think for yourself and live for others.  
  

Bathrooms are located through the double glass doors and to the left.   

 

The Common English Bible and the Revised Common Lectionary are the usual references for Sunday morning 

scripture readings.  

Liturgy and prayers are original, sourced and often adapted.   
All music contained in this worship service is Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 

#A-700000. All rights reserved    
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Welcome  

 Bloom in the Desert (Bloom) is a United Church of Christ 

(UCC) that had Methodist beginnings.  This liberal 

Protestant church was born in 2002, as an independent 

ministry in collaboration with Methodist organizations 

seeking to start and promote inclusive Christian  

ministries.  Sunday worship began on March 9, 2003. The fledgling congregation decided in 

2004 to pursue standing in the UCC, which was established by vote of the Eastern Association 

of the Southern California Nevada Conference of the UCC on October 29, 2005, welcoming 

Bloom as a dual covenant, peace, and justice congregation.  Bloom is a member of the UCC 

Open and Affirming Coalition.  Bloom is governed congregationally according to our unique 

bylaws.  All Bloom members and friends are ministers in our faith.  Our Open Council Team 

and congregation meetings provide leadership and decision making to empower our vision, 

mission, and core values.   

Our Vision 

Bloom chooses to build a loving, safe, inclusive faith community that is intellectually challenging, emotionally 

supportive and filled with the strength, integrity, and social responsibility that spirituality inspires.  

Our Mission 

Guided by teachings of Jesus Christ, Bloom is a community of believers who strive to uplift and heal one 

another.  We gather to worship God, witness our faith in the living of our lives and uphold one another in 

Christian living.  United in our diversity we are inclusive and embracing.  We agitate for God's peace and justice 

in our community and around the world.  

Our Core Values 

We are a people of God's extravagant welcome.  
We are a people of covenant.  

We work toward a just and loving world through service and generosity.  
We listen for the still-speaking God.  

We encourage a life of inquisitive and thoughtful searching.  
We are grounded by Christian faithfulness. We celebrate the joy in life.  

 

   Sunday Worship 10 am  
Demuth Community Center — 3601 E. Mesquite Avenue, Palm Springs, CA 92264 

Pastor James Harris —  404-587-9816 — james@bloominthedesert.org 

Rich Fluechtling, Moderator — 608-347-5178 — moderator@bloominthedesert.org  

Bill Wallace, Administrative Assistant — adminassistant@bloominthedesert.org  

Church Office is located at 400 South El Cielo, Suite G, Palm Springs, CA 92262  

760-327-3802 — www.bloominthedesert.org — info@bloominthedesert.org  

http://www.bloominthedesert.org/
http://www.bloominthedesert.org/
http://www.bloominthedesert.org/
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